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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Dear Guests & Conference delegates.

I wish to make use of this opportunity to thank the Conference organizers for making it possible for me to stand here today, proving you with an overview about the Thule Case.

As the Vice President of the Thule Association for Radiation affected Thule workers, we believe that it is important, indeed essential, that all information and facts relating to the disaster are provided and made official to the widest extent possible.  We believe quite strongly, that in the interest of everybody, this is very important.

However, I would like to point out that as it will be clear to all of you in this room today, it will not be possible for me to cover aspects of the case in this presentation.  Additionally, it will not be possible for me to go into great detail about all that has transpired.

If I were to do that it would probably require several days of presentation and debate.

In view of this, I will restrict myself to presenting factual information about the accident and its consequences, including providing examples of how slow and uncooperative the Danish Authorities have been with regard to answering questions and providing information that our Association, our Members and even Members of the Danish Parliament have been asking and requested of the responsible Danish Authorities including members of the Danish Government.

Our President, Jens Zinglersen, having just provided an overview of the Thule Association Case, you already know what we are working on and what our objectives are.

Jens also provided an overview of the historical background to Thule Air Base’s operation and the political situation at the time of the crash, including the constant presence of B-52 Bombers circling over the base carrying nuclear weapons.

The crash at Thule Air Base on January 21st, 1968 resulted in a number of long range changes, both in the operation of the base itself and for the many human beings who were working on the base.  Not the least because of all the persons actively involved in the search for the crewmembers of the aircraft after it had crashed but to a high degree also because of the staff who subsequent to the search were involved in the very significant and dangerous clean up operation.

Allow me to now cover the various stages of what happened after the B-52 Strategic Bomber had crashed, using specific headings.

The Rescue Operation:

The crewmembers of the B-52 left the aircraft by parachutes over or in the vicinity of the Base.  As nobody knew exactly where they had landed a major search operation was put into operation.

Each crewmember was eventually found alive with the exception of one who died while leaving the aircraft.

It is important to note that the search mission took place all over the Base area as well as the nearby mountain ranges and valleys and even on the ocean ice – and this rescue operation took place in the dark Arctic Night and minus 40 degrees.

The Consequences:

One of the consequences of the crash was that shortly after, the constant over flight missions were stopped.  

At the beginning the flying was moved westwards –away from Greenland -but shortly after the flying was stopped!

There were no more flights after that.

This also means that the last remaining nuclear weapons were removed from Thule Air Base.  Not only the nuclear weapons that had been stored at the base but also the nuclear weapons carried onboard the B-52 Strategic Bombers that occasionally landed on the Base.

In 1968 there were still a number of activities on the base that were top secret.  The same applies to areas which were restricted and treated as top secret, which Danish workers were not able to enter.

Politically, the Danish Government had for many years before this told the World that they had adopted the stance and attitude that no nuclear weapons were allowed on Greenland or on Danish soil, including stating that no aircraft carrying nuclear weapons were allowed over Danish and Greenlandic territory.

At the time the crash happened it can be stated today that a major and significant step had been taken against nuclear weapons on Greenland.

This resolution was taken by the American Military Authorities as a consequence of the significant publicity that resulted from the crash, neither because of the local Greenland Authorities nor the Danish Government.

In a round about way it can be said that as a consequence of the crash this was one positive aspect.

However, this definitely does not apply to the way the workers who were there in January 1968 were treated subsequent to the crash.

In the following time there has been worked out some reports from Danish Scientists

In which the radiation level always was estimated very low.

Please notice that fact that no Danish report mention anything about the huge amounts of the high radiated URAN 235!

The Clean up Operation:

As an introduction to this section, let me explain that the Danish personnel were asked to assist with the operation and without any hesitation agreed to do this.  This has to be understood in the context that they were not asked individually but were simply allocated their tasks the same way as any other tasks they were given on a daily basis.

At no stage were they advised that any of the work they were requested to become involved with could be dangerous and that they could be exposed to radiation.  As a result, none of the participating Danish workers or Greenlanders who helped had any knowledge of the real radiation risks, as we know it today.

Similarly, at no stage were steps taken to provide protective clothing to any of the employees required to work out on the ocean ice at the actual crash site, some 11 kilometers from the base itself.  This means that the Danish workers and the Greenlanders were wearing their usual, normal clothing.

The representatives of the Danish Authorities (RISOE), who arrived at the base 4 days after the crash, did not advice of any radiation risks or any other risks caused by the constant exposure to radiation as a result of the crash.

And that is very strange.

The fact is – that there was measured 2.000.000 CPM at the crash site.

On this basis the clean-up operation started with all Danish workers and Greenlanders ignorant of the risks and dangers they were being exposed to.

Later, a control point was established for persons moving out onto the crash site on the ocean site.  However that was some time after the crash, and not from day 1.  At this control point most of the persons who had been working at the crash site were checked with Geiger counters.  Everybody who had high levels of radiation had all their clothing confiscated and they were required to take showers before being issued with fresh clothing.

But notice - even though at the earlier stages many persons were tested, had showers and were issued with fresh clothing, the trucks and other vehicles were not cleaned after returning to the base area.

The Americans kept a list of all the tests that were conducted.  This includes measurements of radiation, the urine samples collected and the nasal swaps. 

These lists have never been made available to us.

Fact 1:

Even though Danish nationals were tested, to date we have not been able to obtain copies of the lists prepared by the USAF at the control points.  Of course, the lists should show the level of radiation individuals had been exposed to on their return to the base after being at the crash site.  It should be noted that smaller items with particularly high levels of radiation were immediately flown back to the States.

They should also show how many had received excess levels of exposure after being at the crash site, higher – maybe even considerably higher – than what by the American military would be considered as the maximum level acceptable.

- - - - 

Fact 2:

The other list prepared at the so called Tank Farm, available to the Danish Authorities, has not been made available either.  Information contained in these lists has not been made available to the persons concerned and whose names appear on the lists, either.

They still remain in the secret files.

Fact 3:

The processes already outlined involved contamination at the crash site primarily related to persons and vehicles but also secondarily by distribution by wind, ventilation and drainage systems associated with washing of vehicles at the Base Motor Pool – but in effect the whole base area was exposed to contamination by people and vehicles moving around after returning from the crash site.

This means that even persons who had not been to the actual crash site were also exposed to radiation risks.  In short, there were no systems in place that would provide effective protection for anybody on the base.

Fact 4:

The Danish Authorities’ representatives on the base failed to plan or introduce ongoing or continuous examination or testing for radiation exposure of all workers who had been directly involved, or for that matter been exposed indirectly,

Consequence 2:

As outlined, all work involved took place without the workers participating having any knowledge of the risks of exposure to radiation or the consequences of larger levels of radiation and later impacts on the persons’ health.

The fact that there were risks has been established later with many of the Thule workers and Greenlanders suffering a range of significant health problems.

For a long time the Danish Authorities did not acknowledge any understanding of the reason  for so many reporting health problems and the reasons for them, such as that they must have been related to their involvement in the clean-up operation at Thule Air Base following the crash of the B-52.  This extended to a lack of understanding of the sort of treatment that should be provided.  Similarly, no information about treatment was provided by the Danish Authorities.

(Attention should be made to: Dr. Hugh Zachariae’s report from 1990 entitled “Plutonium – Induced Mycosis Fungoides and Para psoriasis en plaques – A new Entity?” Published in “Current Problems in Dermatology”, vol 19, pages, 81 to 89

This was one of the reasons the Thule Association was established.

Since then it has been a long fight with regard to trying to find information about the crash as well as the results of the exposure to radiation that so many of the persons affected are convinced they were exposed to.

Over many years, the Danish Authorities have refused to release information they have about the crash and its consequences on the health of the persons involved.

One cannot help but wonder how the authorities would react if a similar accident had happened in a location in Denmark!

---------------------  -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

As the Association has managed to find information this has on occasions resulted in a certain level of interest by the New Media and even from some Members of the Danish Parliament.  However, the News media fail to follow up on the information and to seek clarification of the many unanswered questions.  This has been the situation for many years.

The interest shown by some Members of Parliament has resulted in several questions being asked of various Ministers of the Crown, including the Prime Minister.  However, in spite of answers being provided within the legally required time, the answers have not always contained the specific information required!

In spite of the Association having been in contact with several Members of Parliament in an attempt to develop a higher level of interest about our case, no major progress has been made.  The Members usually restrict themselves to asking questions in Parliament and one could be excused for believing that their only reason for doing this is to improve their public image.  Not to help the victims of the crash.  

In fairness, it should be mentioned that several of the younger Members of Parliament were not even born when the crash happened.  As a result they have no knowledge of the crash from reading the News Reports and find it harder to understand what this is all about and what actually happened on January 21st – some 40 years ago.

But that cannot be said about the public servants working in the various Government Departments.  They have access to all the relevant documents and it is their responsibility to provide advice to the Ministers and Members of Parliament about what happened, what the consequences are, etc.  In spite of these people being responsible for developing replies for the use of the Politicians, unfortunately this does not always happen, as is evident from the answers provided by the Ministers to the various Members of Parliament.

We maintain that many of the answers provided are blatantly wrong – and maybe deliberately so.

Because of this the Association decided to change our Strategy.

This means that we contacted various Parliamentary Committees directly.

The first was the Parliament’s Health Committee.  In preparation for the first meeting we sent detailed documents prepared by us and we were then granted an appearance where we had 15 minutes in which to explain our case.

They listened to us but in effect, that was the end of it.  Nothing more has happened.

It is our observation and opinion that the Members of the Committee behaved in a highly arrogant manner and that they believed that what we presented was not important or of interest.  As you can imagine, we found this amazing.  It is our impression that the Members of Parliament attending the meeting had not even bothered to read the documents we had provided.

We make these observations to highlight and make you aware of the very considerable difficulties we have been experiencing for years getting through to the Health Authorities.  In fact, we have not been successful in getting through to them and believe their actions are politically motivated, not the least as changing Governments have not seen a change in the way our case has been managed.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

In 2008 the BBC prepared a TV program about the missing Bomb at THULE!

Based on American documents now released, it is now clear that not all four Hydrogen Bombs carried on the B-52 that crashed, have been found.  A few years earlier the Association had been provided with access to 348 documents that had been released, also identifying this important fact.  However, unfortunately we were not successful in making the News media and the Politicians show any interest in this important fact.

However, in 2008 the case was raised in a Committee dealing with Issues relating to Greenland. (The committee for Greenland affairs)  On the basis of the BBC Documentary --several questions were asked of the Danish Minister for Internal Affairs as well as the Minister for Health and the Minister for Environment!

The reason for this was that the Committee believed that the information that had come to light was very serious and could have a significant impact on areas in the Northern part of Greenland.  This means that the Ministers now had direct contact with the Committee regarding this case.

In relation to this the Minister for Foreign Affairs has promised that he will ask his Department to initiate an investigation into what new information the released documents contain. He seems to believe that with the new information combined with a previously released report relating to “Denmark during the Cold War” may assist.

It is important to emphasize the following from that report:

· The section dealing with the Thule Accident only refers to the fact that there had been a crash and how the Danish Government had been advised of this;

· The report contains no information about the crash;

· The report does not say anything about the very high levels of radiation following the crash and the consequences to the workers affected, nor the environment in the Thule areas and in the North Western part of Greenland ;

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Committee has adopted an approach of going into the case much deeper than has been the case in the past.  They have asked us many questions relating to the crash and the various issues surrounding the accident, the clean-up operation and the treatment of persons who in various ways participated in the clean-up.

As already mentioned, the Committee has also been in direct discussions with the Minister for Foreign Affairs - the Minister for Health and Prevention and the Minister for the Environment!

In total the Committee has asked 32 questions of the various Ministers, critically important questions covering many aspects of this case.

In the papers you already have you can see an analytic result of those 32 questionings

The Committee work has resulted in that all the released documents have 

been given over to DIIS (Danish Institute for International Studies) for a

closer analyzing.

DIIS has some 8 days ago - finished a report about this!

It will bee too much to come closer to the results of that report today.

That we will have to do on another occasion!

But even though the Committee and its many initiatives has done a lot to obtain information about the missing bomb and about the case in general, we must note that the replies received today have been vague.

If we receive a reply at all.

It is a fact that 78% of replies received are vague, poor or deficient.

It is a fact that in 18-3/4% of replies received, no replies to the questions raised have been provided at all.

We believe that this demonstrates a clear lack of understanding of the case.  

We also believe that the way questions are treated are in direct conflict with the Government’s requirement to provide information to the Parliament and also in conflict with the Government’s own promise that all information they have will be provided.

Based on the difficulty related to the replies provided by the Ministers, we have developed a report to be presented to the Committee with comments on each individual question. See shortly details in enclosure 1 / extension 1 (Bilag 1)!

I am not proposing to make any further comments on the specific details of the Thule case.

I have mentioned the treatment of the questions as they relate to the Committee, how hard it is to get answers about the case, even though the Government pretends something else to be the case.

The Danish Government has a lot to live up to in terms of achieving its stated objective – being that all information available will be made available.

Only time will tell if this will ever happen.

Finally I Thank you for your attention and for allowing me to make this important presentation about a real case - or -story from the arctic area. If your intension with this conference has been taken many years earlier - - -

A story which we wish has never happened – would never happen!

Thank you.

& & & &  & & & & & & &.

Hugo Elmer
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Bilag 1.  -  Enclosed / Vedlagt

Excel – 3 pages

Separately document

Bilag 2   - Notates enclosed – see next page.

Bilag 2 NOTES:

Notes and supplementary information’s!

1.

In the speech we talked about the DUPI-report.

On the pages 451-484 in that report is written about the   B-52 crash at the Thule air Base! But as already told the story does not tell anything about the crash only information about diplomatic activities.

2.

The many questions about the Thule case; can bee read in full text on the Danish parliament homepage under: www.ft.dk – under documenter / Udvalgsdokumenter/ Udvalget for Grønlandske forhold.

3.

On the same address – as BILAG we do make your attention to the following documents and reports about this case – which is - .

The Thule case and the conditions and information’s about the arctic area and The Northern Greenland!

a) bilag 69  –   Rapport fra Grønlands Naturinstitut om deforme moskusokseklove        

                        i Nordøstgrønland!

b) Bilag 116 – Rapport fra FAST med kommentarer og bemærkninger til de af 

                        UGF stillede spørgsmål til ministrene om THULESAGEN!

c) Bilag 115 – Rapport om Arctic Pollution – AMAP rapport.

d) Bilag 114 – Rapport / Orientering om henvendelser til Selvstyret i Grønland.

e) Bilag 100 -  Rapport fra ”Mats Eriksson” om indhold af radioaktive stoffer i  

                        bomberne ved flystyrtet ved Thule i 1968!

f) Bilag 79 -     Rapporter fra Arctic konference 31. march 2009.

                        Presention of Arctic areas - / Greenland

g) Bilag 73 -    Rapport fra “Foreningen B52” ( Thule-Kanak-Grønland)  

                        vedrørende materiale fra mødet med udvalget d. 24.02-2009.

h) Bliag 64      Rapport frta ”Foreningen af Strålingsramte Thulearbejdere” fra 

                        mødet med ”Udvalget – UGF” d. 24.02-2009!

                        Emne: konklusioner om bomberne og radioaktivt stråling fra         

                        B52 -ulykken i jan. 1968!

i) Bilag 61        Rapport fra ”Foreningen af Strålingsramte Thulearbejdere”

                        til ”Udvalget – UGF” om indholdet i de frigivne 348 dokumenter  

                         (ca. 2000 sider) vedrørende amerikanernes eftersøgning af  bl.a.

                         bombedele fra B 52 ulykken i jan. 1968!

4.

Finally we inform you about a book written by the Danish journalist”Poul Brink”!

Where he systematic have tried to go though the Thule case.”THULESAGEN"! 

All his research is in the book from 1997.

The book has the title:

     ”THULESAGEN – LØGNENS UNIVERS”

No one has since then tried to continue his work – finding answers - and there are still open questions!

Notes slut!

HE/ July 2009 
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In formations for contact.

The Association of Iradiated Thule Workers

President:

Mr. Jens Zinglersen

Mail: jayseth@privat.dk
Vice president:

Mr. Hugo Elmer

Mail: helmer@gvdnet.dk
The name of the association in Danish;

“Foreningen af Strålingsramte Thulearbejdere”


